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e use these animals to live, 
just like our ancestors, because there 
is no Other way. Hunting is a way Of life, 
not a game.”’ 


Emile Immaroittok 


he anti-sealing 
aoa in Europe and North 
America has harmed the 
Inuit. The destruction of the 
sealskin market has 
undermined our economy, 
and the unemployment 
rate is now around eighty 
percent in most Arctic 
communities. Our society 
is already under stress 
because of the rapid 
changes we have faced 
over the past three decades 
as government took 
control of our lives without 
consulting us and without 
understanding how we 
live. This has led to 
abnormally high rates of 
family violence, drug 

and alcohol abuse, crime, 
and suicide in our 
communities. Now that 

it is no longer possible 

for families to make their 
living by hunting, the 
situation has grown worse. 
Our society shows signs 
of breaking down. 


his destruction is being caused in part by many 
well-intentioned people who care about 

the environment but who are led 

astray by urban-based animal rights activists. 
Centuries removed from their own hunting ancestors, 
the activists have little knowledge 
of the wildlife they believe they are saving. 

They show no consideration for the damage they are causing 

aboriginal peoples who have always lived in harmony 
and interdependence with wildlife. 


Those who believe aboriginal people are irresponsible 
toward wildlife are being misled. 
It is Western industrialized society which contaminates air and water, 
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and which is driving animals and 
plants to extinction. Western society 
must rethink Its relationship with 
the environment. The appearance 
in recent years of environmental 
lobby groups shows that It is now 
beginning to do this. 


The solution to the environmental 
problems does not lie in placing 
humankind outside nature, 

but rather in understanding how 
we are all part of it. Unlike 

urban society, we the Inuit have 
not broken our connection to 
wildlife. Native people, rather than 
animal-rights groups, have 
knowledge that Western society 
needs to rediscover its place 

in the environment. 


The following comments, 
translated from the original 
Inuktitut, were made by Lucien 
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Ukkalianuk, Emile Immaroittuk, 
and Loasie Kooneeloosie, all 
hunters from the Baffin Island area. 


ll the animals we eat were made 

for us. They were not made 

by people on this earth. God gave 

different people different things 

to eat and we Inuit have our 

own food. These animals 

are our food. That's the | 

way we are. | 
| 


Small businesses have been 
formed to supply Inuit food 
to northern consumers in 
order to reduce dependence 
on the more expensive and 
less nutritious food brought 
in from the south. They also 
supply products such as 
arctic char, shrimp, halibut, 
and caribou to southern 
specialty food markets. 


This land we live in is | 
extremely cold during the \ 
winter months. We tend 
to get cold very easily when 

we eat food that we are not 

used to. We need to have meat 
to keep ourselves warm, to keep 
us strong, and to keep us healthy. 
The animals in the north are connected to all living things. 


We can only live on meat because 
animals are easier to find than the 
edible plants on the tundra. 
And we use them with great 
: care and respect. 


If there weren't animals here in the north there would not be a single 
human being living here either. We are here today using the same 
animals that our ancestors used and lived with. 


We always used the meat for food, the blubber for heat and light, 
and the skins for parkas, pants, boats, and shelter. Even when we 
still lived that way southerners began buying pelts, and we started 
using them to pay for 
housing, electricity, and food. 
Our use of the animals 
became more diverse. 
But when the 
market for pelts 
disappeared there 
was nothing to 
replace it, and 
life has gone 
downhill since. 


We intend to make sure 
that the environmental 
destruction we have 
seen elsewhere does not 
occur in the north. 


The hunters used to buy skidoos, outboard motors, canoes, pay 
their rent and electricity, and at the same time teach their children 
to hunt and survive. Since the sealskin market was destroyed 
hunters have been doing 
nothing, and their bills have 
kept piling up, while only 
people with good jobs are 
hunting. This is because 
they can afford to buy the 
equipment they need to hunt 
as well as pay their bills. 


If we tried to live on store-bought 
food shipped from the south 
most of us would be hungry at 
times due to lack of income. 


There are some jobs available 
but we have to have a good 
education in order to get a job 
today. It is unwise for animal 
rights activists to try to prevent 
the killing of animals. Many young 
people have little education, 

and they won't learn how to 
survive In this part of the world 

if hunting is banned. Both hunting 
and education teach a person 
how to survive in the north today. 
Our population is growing very 
fast and these young people, 
especially those who are parents, 
must learn how to survive in 

the cold. 
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All the animals we eat 
were made for us. 
They were not made by 
people on this earth. 
God gave 
different people 
different things to eat 
and we Inuit 
have our own food. 
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The things that people eat were 
made by God for everybody 

to live on. The plant-eaters were 
also given something to eat, 
which they could use to make 
money and to help each other. 
We can only live on meat 
because animals are easier to 
find than the edible plants 

on the tundra. And we use them 
with great care and respect. 


Our ancestors lived using animals 
and always observed rules when 
they were out hunting. These 

still exist today. Our rules are very 
strong. Even small animals must 
not be tortured or killed when 
they are not going to be used. 

It is dangerous to torture or cause 
an animal pain. 


When God created the world he 
also created animals and man. 
Man was created to look after the 
animals. But we look after the 
animals by killing them; that way 
we control overpopulation and 
prevent extinction. Animals 

here in the north depend on us, 
and we depend on them. 


Amig Leathers, a new company owned 
by Canadian Inuit, is manufacturing 

and marketing a line of sealskin products. 
These articles, which are of particularly 
high quality, are made from the skins of 
seals which Inuit families have harvested 
for food. 
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The animal rights activists are 
looking only at the animal being 
killed. They are not trying to 
understand that we are using 
them to live. If they want to 
understand that the Inuit need the 
animals we catch in order to live, 
they can be brought up to the 
north during the cold winter 
months and go out on the land 
for a while using the food they 
usually eat and the clothing 

they brought with them. A hunter 
using his own food and clothing 
can look after the activists. 

He will take care of them and 
make sure they are warm and 
happy, and they will then 
understand which one is doing 
the right thing. The animal 

rights activists should be ordered 
to do this. 


The Inuit intend to protect their 
way of life by restoring the 
hunting economy. We will soon 
be marketing products new 

to the south; some of these we 
have been making and using 
for centuries. Others are 

new, made for the south but 
using northern ideas and 
materials. Central to our plan is 
sustainable development. We 
must manage our resources 
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by wisely applying the principles 
and attitudes we have inherited 
from our ancestors. 


Hunting is an ancient practice 
which has evolved from and 

is well suited to our environment: 
non-renewable resource 
development is foreign to us. 
We must protect our renewable 
resources from development 
that is not adequately controlled 
and from other dangers such 

as polluted air and poisoned 
water. We are at the forefront of 
efforts to safeguard the arctic 
environment within Canada 
through the land claims process, 
and internationally through the 
Inuit Circumpolar Conference and 
well-respected international 
conservation agencies. 


Through the Inuit Circumpolar 
Conference, which represents Inuit 
from Canada, Greenland, and 
Alaska, we have developed the 
Inuit Regional Conservation 
Strategy. It is designed to protect 
our homeland and our livelihood. 
The Inuit Regional Conservation 
Strategy is part of the World 
Conservation Strategy developed 
by the United Nations and 

the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature, of which 
the Inuit Tapirisat of Canada 

is a member. 
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he Inuit believe they can teach others about wildlife 
conservation. We intend to make sure 
that the environmental destruction we have seen elsewhere 
does not occur in the north. By applying the 
principles of wise management used by Inuit for centuries, 
we can protect our heritage and build a strong future 
for our northern homeland. 
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Building a future from our past 
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